
GM Contamination – imports of food and feed at risk. Measures needed to
reduce the threat.

Survey findings: Imports at risk of contamination

GM commercial cultivation
Many governments in developing countries do not keep track of or monitor the
areas planted with GM crops, and it is therefore impossible to obtain official
statistics particularly for countries such as Brazil, Argentina and the Philippines.

For instance Brazil’s official statistics do not distinguish between between GM
and non-GM crops when reporting on the area cultivated (see
http://www.agricultura.gov.br/pls/portal/docs/PAGE/MAPA/ESTATISTICAS/AGRI
CULTURA_EM_NUMEROS_2005/03.02.19_1.XLS )

Industry publishes data on commercial cultivation each year (see ISAAA figures
http://www.isaaa.org/resources/publications/briefs/35/executivesummary/default.
html )

However the accuracy of these figures has been challenged. In particular, the
extent of commercial GM rice planting in Iran and the area of GM maize in the
Phillipines. (see Agriculture and Food. Who Benefits from GM crops available at
http://www.foei.org/en/publications/pdfs/gmcrops2007full.pdf )

All data on imports into the UK for 2004/05 was obtained from the Trade
Statistics, Agriculture Statistics and Analysis Division of Defra.

1. Maize/corn

Between 2004 and 2005, the UK imported crops from 15 of the 31 countries that
conducted or/and are conducting field trials.

Countries Total UK
import in
tonnes
2004/2005

GM
commercially
Grown

Field
trial
authorization

Pharma
crop
trials

Level
of
risks

France 2,146,784 v 264 14 H
Argentina 2,084,421 v ? ? H
Brazil 33,358 0 ?(1 in 2006) 0 H
USA 17,493 v 7,717

(1987-2002)
135

(1987-
2002)

H

Netherlands 16,442 0 13 0 M
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Germany 15,541 v 23 0 M
Belgium 4,569 0 28 0 M
Italy 2,407 0 98 0 M
Canada 828 v 59

(1990-1999)
0 M

Czech
Republic

150 v 1
(2005-2007)

0 L

Japan 118 v 12
(1989-1999)

? L

Hungary 72 0 17 0 L
China 69 0 ? ? L
Austria 2 0 1 0 L
Denmark 1 0 1 0 L
Portugal 0 v 14 0 0

2. Potato

Between 2004 and 2005, the UK imported crops from 23 countries out of 31.
*ISAAA reports

Countries Total UK
import in
tonnes
2004/2005

GM
commercially
Grown*

Field trial
authorization

Pharma crop
trials
authorization

Level
of
risk

Netherlands 901,302 0 58 0 H
Belgium 393,181 0 10?* 0 ?

France 250,616 0 12 0 H
Germany 89,430 0 66 2 H
Spain 64,602 0 15 0 H
Denmark 40,892 0 10 0 M
Italy 29,196 0 5

(1992-2006)
0 L

Egypt 38,444 0 ? ? ?
Sweden 4,679 0 32 0 M
Austria 2,591 0 2 0 L
Poland 2,054 0 2 0 L
Portugal 1,985 0 4 0 L
Canada 975 0 84

(1990-1999)
0 M

India 372 0 2
(2004-2005)

0 L

Cuba 358 0 ? ? ?
China 46 0 ? ? ?
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Japan 29 0 13
(1996-1997)

? L

New
Zealand

26 0 18
(1988-1998)

? L

South
Africa

14 0 0 ? ?

Australia 5 0 0 ? ?
Brazil 3 0 ? ? ?
Peru 1 0 ? ? ?

* Might be part of unspecified applications.

3. Oilseed rape

Between 2004 and 2005, the UK imported Oil-Cake & Other Solid Residues As
Specified In 2306 O/T from 2 countries out of 17 countries that conducted or/and
are conducting field trials.
.

Countries Total UK
import in
tonnes
2004/2005

GM
commercially
grown

Field trial
authorization

Pharma
crop trial
authorization

Level of
risk

Irish
Republic

1,756 0 0 0 0

USA 1 v 253
(1987-2004)

6
(1987-2004)

H

4. Soybean

Between 2004 and 2005, the UK imported Soybean from 13 out of the 22
countries that conducted or/and are conducting field trials.
.

Countries Total UK
import in
tonnes
2004/2005

GM
commercially
Grown
(1996-2005)

Field trial
authorization

Pharma crop
trial
authorization

Level
of
risk

Brazil 3,303,714 v ? ? H
Argentina 418,387 v ? ? H
U.S.A 82,906 v 1429

(1987-2004)
26

(1994-2004)
H

Canada 67,885 v 24
(1987-2004)

0 H
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France 58,299 0 38?*
(1992-2007)

0 M

China 43,018 0 ? ? M
Uruguay 31,654 V ? ? H
Germany 25,376 0 13?

(1992-2006)
0 M

Bolivia 12,002 ? ? ? ?
Italy 12,005 0 0 0 0
Belize 1,525 0 ? ? ?
Japan 1,420 0 1 ? L
South
Africa

34 V 1 0 M

Indonesia 14 0 1 ? L

* Might be part of unspecified applications.

5. Tomatoes

Between 2004 and 2005, the UK imported tomatoes from 18 countries out of 20
countries that conducted or/and are conducting field trials.
.

Countries Total UK
import in
tonnes
2004/2005

GM
commercially
Grown
(1996-2005)

Field trial
authorization

Pharma crop
trial
authorization

Level
of risk

Italy 523,878 0 98
(1992-2006)

0 H

Netherlands 517,158 0 20?* 0 M
Spain 425,006 0 16

(1992-2006)
0 H

Greece 80,257 0 1
(1992-2006)

0 L

Portugal 70,965 0 2
(1992-2006)

0 L

China 29,812 0 ? ? ?
Argentina 20,220 0 ? ? ?
France 17,206 0 38?* 0 M
Australia 1,463 0 4

(1989-1999)
0 L

U.S.A 1,327 V 562
(1987-2004)

1
(1998)

H

Thailand 1,114 ? ? ? ?
Canada 775 0 6

(1989-1999)
0 L
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Egypt 643 ? ? ? ?
India 60 0 3

(2004-2005)
0 L

Japan 26 0 10
(1992-1999)

0 M

Chile 19 0 ? ? ?
Austria 12 0 0 0 0
Mexico 6 0 ? ? ?

* Might be part of unspecified applications filled between 1992 and 2006.

6. Wheat

Durham

Between 2004 and 2005, the UK imported Durum Wheat (Durum Wheat Groats
and Durum Wheat Flour) from the only country that conducted GM field trials.

Countries Total UK
import in
tonnes
2004/2005

GM
commercially
Grown
(1996-2005)

Field trial
authorization

Pharma crop
trial
authorization

Level
of
risk

Italy 2,429 0 38?* 0 ?

* Might be part of unspecified applications filled between 1992 and 2006.

Wheat

Between 2004 and 2005, the UK imported wheat from 9 out of 13 countries that
conducted or/and are conducting field trials.

Countries Total UK
import in
tonnes
2004/2005

GM
commercially
grown

GM field trial
authorization

Pharma crop
trials
authorization

Level of
risk

Canada 651,096 v 15
(1995-1999)

0 M

Germany 441,883 0 3
(1992-2006)

0 L

U.S.A 143,055 V 333
(1987-2004)

0 H

Italy 107,877 0 13?* 0 ?
Belgium 68,305 0 11?* 0 ?
Australia 19,933 0 2 0 L
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(2004)
Spain 5,203 0 8

(1992-2006)
0 L

Japan 228 ? 0
(Up to 1999)

0 ?

Hungary 46 0 0
(Up to 2006)

0 Black
market?

* Might be part of unspecified applications authorized between 1992 and 2006.

7. Rice

Between 2004 and 2005, the UK imported rice from 12 countries out of 13
countries that conducted or/and are conducting field trials.

Countries Total UK
import in
tonnes
2004/2005

GM
commercially
Grown
(1996-2005)

Field trial
authorization

(1996-2005)

Pharma crop
trial
authorization
(1998-2005)

Level
of
risk

India 237,913 ? 2
(2004)

? ?

U.S.A 178,169 V 234
(1987-2004)

10
(1998-2004)

H

Italy 153,583 0 8
(1992-2006)

0 L

Spain 103,981 0 28
(1992-2007)

0 L

France 51,089 0 41?* 0 ?
Thailand 44,604 ? ? ? ?
Canada 3,751 0 0 ? L
China 2,197 0 ? ? ?
Netherlands 235 0 28?* 0 ?
Japan 76 ? 11

(2004-2005)
? M

Mexico 20 ? ? ? ?
Philippines 13 ? ? ? ?

* Might be part of unspecified applications authorized between 1992 and 2006.

Minor Crops GM Test Sites showing countries where crop is imported into
the UK from 2004-05

Country GM crops test sites
Argentina Apples, sunflower
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Australia Turnip, Mustard,
pineapple, poppy
seeds, grapes

Belgium Apple,
cauliflower/brocolli,
chicory,mustard,
strawberry

Canada Barley, mustard,
lentils, grapes

China Peanut, sweet
pepper, chilli,

Egypt Cucumber, melon
Finland Barley,

cauliflower/brocolli
France Beet, chestnut,

chicory, grapes,
lettuce, melon,
sunflower

Germany Apple, spinach,
grapes

Greece Beet
Hungary Barley
India aubergine, chilli,

mustard, sweet
pepper

Italy Aubergine, cherry,
chicory, grapes, kiwi
fruit, lettuce, lemon,
melon, olive, plum,
raspberry, strawberry,
water melon,

Japan Adzuki beans
Korean
Republic

Chilli

Mexico Chilli, banana, lemon,
pineapple, safflower,

Netherlands Apple, beet, cabbage,
carrots, chicory,
sunflower, swede

New
Zealand

Apple, asparagus,
barley, kiwi fruit,
onion,

South
Africa

Strawberry

Spain Beet, melon, plum,
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sweet orange,
sunflower

Sweden Apple, beet, turnip,
carrot, pear

Thailand Sweet pepper
USA Apple, avocardo,

banana, barley,
brassica, carrots,
chestnut, chicory,
coffee, cranberries,
cucumber, grapes,
grapefruit, lettuce,
lime, onion, pear,
peppermint, plum,
raspberry, safflower,
sorghum, strawberry,
sunflower, sweet
pepper, sweet
potatoes, walnut,
water melon,
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GM Test Site Information

*Link used for this report

APHIS* list of test sites for pharma and industrial
http://www.aphis.usda.gov/brs/ph_permits.html

Australia*
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http://www.fas.usda.gov/gainfiles/200606/146198091.pdf

Canada 2006*
http://www.fas.usda.gov/gainfiles/200609/146208866.pdf

Central Europe 2005
http://www.fas.usda.gov/gainfiles/200511/146131498.pdf

Chile 2006*
http://www.fas.usda.gov/gainfiles/200607/146208356.pdf

China 2005*
http://www.fas.usda.gov/gainfiles/200601/146176661.pdf

Columbia 2006
http://www.fas.usda.gov/gainfiles/200608/146208685.pdf

Czech Republic
http://www.fas.usda.gov/gainfiles/200608/146208541.pdf

Germany 2004
http://www.fas.usda.gov/gainfiles/200405/146106286.pdf

South Africa 2005*
http://www.fas.usda.gov/gainfiles/200512/146131662.pdf

India 2005*
http://www.fas.usda.gov/gainfiles/200507/146130314.pdf

http://www.greenpeace.org/india/assets/graphics/ge-food-hotspots

Indonesia 2005*
http://www.fas.usda.gov/gainfiles/200507/146130269.pdf

Israel 2005
http://www.fas.usda.gov/gainfiles/200507/146130334.pdf

Japan 2005*

http://www.fas.usda.gov/gainfiles/200601/146176576.pdf

Nicaragua 2005
http://www.fas.usda.gov/gainfiles/200607/146208411.pdf
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Panama 2005
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Philippines 2004*
http://www.fas.usda.gov/gainfiles/200406/146106548.pdf

Saudi Arabia 2006
http://www.fas.usda.gov/gainfiles/200607/146208436.pdf
France 2004
http://www.fas.usda.gov/gainfiles/200410/146117799.pdf

South Africa 2005
http://www.fas.usda.gov/gainfiles/200512/146131662.pdf

Korea 2004
http://www.fas.usda.gov/gainfiles/200408/146107033.pdf

Ukraine 2006
http://www.fas.usda.gov/gainfiles/200608/146208680.pdf

Uzbekistan 2006
http://www.fas.usda.gov/gainfiles/200607/146208181.pdf
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http://www.aphis.usda.gov/lpa/news/2002/11/prodigene.html
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