
 
GM Freeze  
Notice of Annual General Meeting 
 
Wednesday 19 October 2016, 2pm 
Friend of the Earth, The Printworks, 139 Clapham Road,  
London SW9 OHP 

 
Minutes 
 
Members attending:  Jane O’Meara, GM Free Dorset 

Georgia Farnworth, Soil Association 

Bruce Pearce, Organic Research Centre 

Eva Novotny, Scientists for Global Responsibility 

Kierra Box, Friends of the Earth  

Ricarda Steinbrecher, EcoNexus  

Sarah Brown, Garden Organic (from item 6 onwards) 

 

Supporters attending:   Linda Kaucher 

 

In attendance:   Liz O’Neill, GM Freeze  

Raoul Bhambral, GM Freeze (minutes) 

    Clare Coatman (Chair) 

 
 

1. Welcome and introductions (Clare Coatman, Chair of GM Freeze Management Committee)  
Member representatives attending shared what being a member of GM Freeze means to their 
organisation.     

 
The Organic Research Centre’s (ORC) work is very relevant to GM Freeze’s so it is important to be 
involved and to invest time which ORC does partly by having a representative on the Management 
Committee.  
 
GM-Free Dorset is sponsored by local businesses. Dorset suffered a disproportionate number of Farm 
Scale Evaluations and may be a target for cultivation of GM crops in England. It is important to circulate 
information to keep the campaign alive.  
 
Scientists for Global Responsibility recognises the importance of GM Freeze in bringing organisations 
together to exchange views, make plans and promote the network’s aims.  
 
EcoNexus thinks it critical that the UK has a GM movement to bring views together but also to have its 
own voice. We are better linked to European issues than ever before and it is difficult to tackle these 
alone.  
 
Friends of the Earth (FOE) is often asked about GM by the media and its supporters. FOE values the GM 
Freeze network due to its own reduced capacity to focus on the wider GM issues. It is important to have 
access to knowledge, up to date information, and to be able to contribute towards actions led by others. 
For example, the Eating Better campaign can try to incorporate GM animal feed messaging into 
discussion about eating better meat. 
 



The Soil Association regards GM Freeze as important in extending and consolidating work on GM, to 
build and maintain networks and in presenting a united front.  
 

2. Apologies and notification of any other business  
Member apologies were received from Whole Organic Plus, GeneWatch UK, Shepton Farm, Action 
Against Allergy, South Gloucestershire Friends of the Earth 
Supporter apologies from Cherry Lavell and Ursula Stubbings.   
 
 

3. Approval of the Minutes of the AGM held on 13 October 2015  
The minutes were approved as an accurate record.  
 
   

4. Annual Report and questions from the floor (Clare Coatman, Chair)  
Clare presented the Annual Report to the AGM, pulling out some key highlights of the year to March 
2016, including:   

• The rising threat of GM in the UK: potential changes for UK farming, Brexit, EU opt-outs, the 
UK’s pro-GM stance 

• Approval of two field trials 

• New GM Freeze leaflets, including fully referenced versions available on the website 

• Key work areas of the Strategic Plan.  

Thanks were offered to the Board, especially Lawrence Woodward who recently stood down, the staff 
and the funders who make this work possible.  
 
Discussion followed and it was agreed that regular contact with MPs is a useful way for people to raise 
the profile of their concerns about GM.   
 
The AGM voted to adopt the Annual Report.  
 
 

5. Treasurer’s Report (Bruce Pearce, Treasurer) 
Bruce explained figures in the 2015/16 accounts. Overall GM Freeze is operating within its budget and, 
after a tough couple of years, is now growing again.  
 
The AGM unanimously voted to adopt the Treasurers Report.   
 
 

6. GM Freeze strategy: how far have we come, where are we going next and where do members 
fit in?  (Liz O’Neill, Director) 

Liz presented a summary of work to date and future plans against our five strategic aims: 
 

1. Protect our right to grow and eat GM-free 
2. Raise awareness of the GM that is in the UK and support people’s right to avoid buying, using or 

eating it 
3. Equip organisations, campaigners and individuals to understand and communicate their 

concerns about GM in food and farming 
4. Represent the evidence-based case against GM 
5. Improve our own effectiveness as an organisation 

 
Key areas where member and supporter involvement is vital to our success were highlighted, including 
joining us in multi-agency consultation responses. GM Freeze’s big ask of members this year is to share 
our Feed me the Truth campaign with their own networks and supporters through social media, 
newsletters and other communication channels.  



 
Discussion highlighted the significance of project funding, the need to better engage with devolved 
Governments and the ways in which our small staff team are able to act nimbly in response to external 
events.  
 
Eva Novotny questioned what GM Freeze is doing to challenge the claimed ‘consensus’ that GM is ‘safe’. 
Liz noted that whilst we are doing a lot of work to highlight the social and ethical concerns around GM 
we always need to balance this with a clear message that we do not endorse safety claims.  Discussion 
considered the potential impact of having well qualified scientists speaking out more often and the 
reasons why many are reluctant to do so. 
 
Ricarda Steinbrecher shared thoughts about the open letter sent by Nobel Laureates condemning 
Greenpeace and its objections to golden rice which included very unscientific arguments. The use of 
language is critical for both sides – currently the GM industry is now talking of ‘innovative 
biotechnology’. 
  
 

7. Election of the Management Committee        
Bruce Pearce (representing ORC) and Ricarda Steinbrecher (representing EcoNexus) stood down at the 
meeting and left the room. Both had been re-nominated and their nomination forms were presented to 
the AGM.  
 
The AGM subsequently voted both members back onto the Management Committee.  
 
 

8. Any other AGM business 
Linda Kaucher suggested that GM Freeze’s five work areas could be explicitly presented in Thin Ice to 
help people see the vision more clearly.  
 
Ricarda Steinbrecher told the meeting that France has asked the European Court of Justice to consider 
whether the so-called ‘New (Plant) Breeding Techniques’ are GM. The Court’s ruling is expected in 
around 18 months but it is not yet clear how the process will influence the European Commission’s 
deliberations on the same issue.  
 
 
 

Animal Feed campaign launch 
 
After the close of formal business members and supporters joined a campaign action to help launch our 
new campaign highlighting the use of GM animal feed in meat, eggs and dairy products.  
 


