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GM Freeze  
Minutes of Annual General Meeting 
 
Tuesday 30 November 2018, 1.30pm 
Friend of the Earth, The Printworks, 139 Clapham Road,  
London SW9 OHP 

 
Members attending:  Ricarda Steinbrecher, EcoNexus 

    Kierra Box, Friends of the Earth  

Jane O’Meara, GM Free Dorset 

Bruce Pearce, Organic Research Centre (ORC) 

Eva Novotny, Scientists for Global Responsibility 

 

Supporters attending:   Cherry Lavell 

Suzanna van Moyland 

Linda Kaucher 

       

In attendance:   Clare Coatman (Chair) 

    Honor Eldridge 

Vicky Hart, GM Freeze staff (minutes) 

Liz O’Neill, GM Freeze staff (remotely) 

 
1. Welcome and introductions (Clare Coatman, Chair of GM Freeze Management Committee)  

Supporters and member organisation representatives shared a brief introduction to their involvement 
with GM Freeze and what it means to them. Thanks were noted to Honor Eldridge for serving on the 
Management Committee this year during Louise Payton’s maternity leave. 
  

   
2. Apologies and notification of any other business  

Apologies were received from: 
Louise Payton, Soil Association 
Paola Andreoni 
Janet Cotter 
Grace Onions 
 

No other business was proposed 
 

 
3. Approval of the Minutes of the AGM held on 19 October 2017  

The minutes were approved as an accurate record and a hard copy signed.   
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4. Annual Report and questions from the floor (Clare Coatman, Chair) 
A summary review of the year had been included in the September 2018 issue of Thin Ice, while the full 
annual report was published ahead of the meeting on the GM Freeze website. Paper copies of both were 
available at the meeting. 
 
Clare presented highlights from the year April 2017 to March 2018, including the following points. 
 

• Protecting our food and our farms after Brexit. We published a manifesto for the snap general 
election to help supporters and their prospective MPs understand that GM is a Brexit issue. We 
produced an easy read briefing and submitted evidence to a House of Commons Environment, 
Food and Rural Affairs Select Committee inquiry into Brexit and trade in food. We created twin 
Brexit campaigns Don’t Hide What’s Inside and Safeguard our Farms. 

• Feed me the Truth about hidden GM in the food chain. We highlighted poor performance by 
the UK’s top ten supermarkets and reached over 30,000 people with 4,740 people engaged 
directly with the campaign across our online platforms.  

• Communicating our concerns about GM. Our new website went live on 30 August 2017. An 
academic paper co-authored by GM Freeze Director Liz O’Neill was published in the peer-
reviewed journal EMBO Reports. The paper, Why are NGOs sceptical of genome editing? 
challenges the idea that safety is the only legitimate reason to object to the use of 
biotechnology in agriculture, and the notion that NGO opposition to GM is based on emotion or 
dogma. We made the case against GM in the media including stories in the Daily Mail, 
Telegraph, Times, interviews on Farming Today and a head to head debate with Mark Lynas on 
BBC Radio 4’s Today programme.  

• Saying no, because you said yes. We submitted a detailed, technical and fully referenced 
objection to Rothamsted Research’s application for a new open-air field trial on behalf of 26 
different organisations. This objection was made possible after an appeal for donations saw us 
receive over £1,000 in less than two weeks  

Discussion followed about the enforcement of the EU ruling on gene editing and a discussion around 
‘science based’ questioning and how this could be defined. 
 
 

5. Treasurer’s Report (Bruce Pearce, Treasurer) 
Bruce presented figures from the 2017/18 accounts. We finished the year with a very small surplus of 
over £1500, which was largely achieved through very tight control of expenditure. Our overall financial 
position at year end was marginally better than in 2016/17 but we are still very vulnerable to changes in 
grant income. We are seeing a pattern where more and more grant income can only be spent on specific 
projects which makes it hard to do responsive work. This highlights the importance of the financial 
support from our members and supporters, with individual supporters contributing more than double 
the income received from member organisations. All members and supporters present were asked to 
consider whether they might be able to introduce GM Freeze to potential new members or funders. If 
so, they should contact Liz or Bruce. 
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6. Protecting our food and our farms in post-Brexit Britain (Liz O’Neill, Director) 
Liz presented a summary of the two current campaigns addressing the risks that Brexit presents for GM 
in our food and on our farms. The twin campaigns, Safeguard our Farms and Don’t Hide What’s Inside, 
were launched in March 2018. They call for robust regulation of GM crops and imports; tight rules and 
active measures to prevent contamination; and clear GM labelling after Brexit.  
 
A recently launched petition for the Don’t Hide What’s Inside campaign has already attracted nearly 
2000 signatures. This was achieved through a Facebook advertising campaign, paid for through grant 
funding, that attracted over a thousand signatures in just over three weeks. Another large area of work 
this year has been engaging with consultations relevant to GM and Brexit. It was noted that in a typical 
year GM Freeze would respond to between two and five consultations all year. However, in October 2018 
alone, we submitted evidence to six different consultations on different aspects of Brexit. Grant 
applications have been submitted to keep this work moving forward. All members and supporters were 
asked to consider whether they might be able to introduce GM Freeze to other organisations or 
networks that are working on GM and Brexit. If so, they should contact Liz. 
 
Questions followed about what good legislation looks like and whether there was any expertise in this 
field within the staff team or the board. It was agreed that there was a good level of knowledge within 
the wider networks and a roundtable event would be a good way to explore and share this.  
 
 

7. Election of the Management Committee        
Bruce Pearce (representing ORC) and Ricarda Steinbrecher (EcoNexus) both stood down from the 
committee and re-stood for election.  
 
The GM Freeze articles of association state that the management committee should have between five 
and ten representatives of member organisations.  Jane O’Meara (representing GM Free Dorset) and 
Louise Payton (representing the Soil Association) were both re-elected to the committee in 2017, and 
Kierra Box (representing Friends of the Earth England, Wales and Northern Ireland) was elected for the 
first time in 2017, so the total number of nominations received did not exceed the number of vacancies. 
 
The AGM unanimously voted to accept both nominations to the management committee. 
 
It was noted that the newly elected management committee would meet immediately following the 
close of this meeting to discuss the co-option of Clare Coatman and Honor Eldridge to the committee, 
and to elect a Chair and Treasurer.  
 
 

8. Any other AGM business  
Clare offered a vote of thanks to the management committee, all members and supporters and staff 
members who served during the year. Thanks were noted from the floor to Clare for chairing the AGM 
and for her work leading the management committee throughout the year. 
 
 
Close of formal business 

 
9. Gene Drives and Gene Drive Organisms 

Ricarda Steinbrecher presented information on gene drives, including the general principles of 
genome editing, the areas of application, the potential impacts on multiple levels and the known 
and unknown knowledge gaps. 
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